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Remarkable Adventure of a French Officer. 


[From Colonel Capper’s “* Obfervations on the Paffage to India, 
through Egypt, and acrofs the Great Deferr”. | 


OLONEL CAPPER croffed the Great Defert, in 1773, 
and has given the publick a journal of his route from 
Aleppo to Baffora, On their way, they were informed, that a 
French gentleman going to Baffora, had been attacked and 
plundered ; and although much wounded was likely to live + 
they were told the Arabs carried him to Graine, and lizewife 
that the gentleman behaved very gallantly, and killed two or 
three of their people himfelf. In the courfe of his joarney, the 
Colonel met with this French gentleman, who, in company 
with fix Englith gentlemen, was preparing to return back to 
Europe, over the Defert. He was an officer of the name of 
Borel de Bourg. 

Monfieur Borel (fays the Colonel) wifhing to hear the lateft 
news from Europe, and perhaps alfo being defiroas of converfing 
with a perfon who had lately travelled the fame route as himfelf, 
came and {pent the evening with me. I told him that I was no 
ftranger to what had befallen him on the Defert, and eafily pre- 
vailed on him to give mean account of his adventares. Tire 
particulars of the bufinefs, apon which he was fent, he of courfe 
concealed ; but in general terms he informed me, that foon 
after the engagement between the Englith and French fleets 
near Breit, in July 1778, Monficur de Sartine, his frieod and 
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patron, ordered him to carry difpatches over land to India. 
When he was arrived at Aleppo, the French Conful could not 
collect more than 25 guards to attend him acrofs the Defert.— 
He met with no ferious moleftation, until he was within 15 days 
of Baffora, when early one morning he perceived himfelf fol- 
lowed by a party of about 30 Arabs mounted on camels, who 
foon overtook him. As they approached, he by his interpreter 
defired they would pleafe to advance or halt, or move to the 
right or left of him, for he chofe to travel by himfelf : they 
an{wered they fhould not interfere with him, and went forwards 
at a brifk rate. 

Mr. Borel’s people then fafpected them of fome hoftile defign, 
and told him to be upon his guard, In the evening, between 
four and five o’clock, he obferved them haltered and drawn ap 
as if to oppofe him, and in a few minutes three other parties, 
conifting alfo of about 30 each, appeared in fight, in oppofite 
direGions, feemingly inclined to furround him: From thefe 
appearances very natorally concluding their intentions to be 
hottile, and confequently his fituation defperate, he thought 
only of felling his life 2s dear as poffible, He was armed with 
a double barrelled fozee, a pair of piltols, and a fabre ; as he 
kept marching on, he firft fell in with the party in front, who 
fired at him, which he returned as foon as he came within 
mufket fhot of them, and killed the Sheick ; when he had difs 
charged his fire ar: ms, before he could load them again, feverak 
of the Arabs broke in from different fides and cut him down, 
Stunned with the violence of the blow, he knew nothing that 
pafled afterwards until about an hour before da i y-bre ik the next 
morning, when he found himfelf entirely naked on the ground, 
a quantity of noe near him, and part of the ficth of the fite 
of his head hanging upon his cheek. Ina few minutes he re- 
colleed what wy padied, but as he could feel no fracture or 
coatufion in the fkull, he began to hope his wounds were not 
mortal ; tifis however was only a tranfieut gleam of hope, for 
1t immediatcly occurred to him, that wihout clothes or even 
food, he was likely to fi iffer a much more painful death, 

The firft objects that truck him, when he began to look about 
him were thofe who had been killed an both fides in th ec action ; 
bet at she dillance cf a tew hundred yards, he {oon atrerwards 


perceived a great number of Arabs feated round a large fire ¢ 
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fl efe he naturally fuppofed were his enemies; he neverthelels 
determined to go to them, in hopes, cither to prevail oa them to 
fave his life or elle to provoke them to put an immediate end to 
his less Whilf he was thinking i: ¢ manner, 1Out 
the alulha £Ce of ia iguase, he abie to excite their 
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compsfiion, and to foften their refentment againft him for the 
death of their companions, which thefe people he had heard 
feldom forgive ; it occurred to him, that they paid great refpact 
to age; and alfo that they feldom deftroy thofe who fupplicace 
mercy ; whence he concluded that if he could throw him’elf 
under the protection of the oldeft perfon amongit them, he 
might probably be faved. In order to approach them unper- 
ceived, he crept towards them upon his hands and knees, and 
when arrived within a few paces of their circle, having fingled 
out One who had the moft venerable appearance, he rufhed fore 
wards and fpringing over the head of one of the circle, he 
threw himfelf into the arms of him whom he fele&ted for a 
protector. The whole party were at firlt extremely altonithed, 
not having the lealt notion of his being alive ; but when their 
furprife fubfided, a debate arofe whecher or not they fhould 

allow him to live. One of them, who had probably lott a friend 

or relation, drew his {word in a great rage, and was going to 
put him to death, but his protector ftood up with great zeal in 

his defence, and would not fuffer him to be injured ; in confes 

quence of which, his adverfary immediately mounted his camel, 

and with a few followers went away. Whea this contelt was 
ever, the Sheick, for fo he happened to be, perceiving Monfieur 

Borel entirely without clothes, prefented him with his Abba or 
oater cloak, invited him to approach the fire, and gave him 
coffee and a pipe, which an Arab when he is not on the march 
has always prepared. 

The people finding Monfieur Borel did not underftand Arabic 
enquired for his interpreter, who was found afleep and fightly 
wounded.—The firit demand the Arabs made was for his money 
and his jewels, which they obferved Europeans always have 
in great abundance, but which are concealed in private drawers, 
that none excepting themfelves can difcover. He affured them 
thefe opinions were erroneous with refpect to him, for that he 
was not a rich merchant, but only a young foldier of fortune, 
employed to carry orders from his Goverament in Europe, to 
their fettlements in India: but. that if they would convey him 
to Graine, a place near Baffora on the fea coaft, on their arrival 
there, and on the receipt of his papers, he wouid engage to 
pay them 200 chequins, about jool, fterling. After a few 
minutes confultaticn with each other they acceded to his proe 
pofals, returned bim hisoldeit Arabian dreis, and during the reit 
of his journey treated him with tolerable kindnefs and attention. 

After Mr. Borel’s arrival at Graine, he eafily prevailed on an 
Armenian to advance him the money to fulfill his engagements 
with the Arabs, and alfoto fend the French Refident at Batiora 
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an account of what had befallen him on the Defert, defiring 
to be fupplied with money and other neceflaries to enable him 
to proceed to Pondicherry. His letter very fortunately for us 
fell into the hands of the Englifh Refident at Baffora, who 
having heard of our rupture with France inftantly determined 
to arreft him, being convinced that he mult be charged with 
public difpatches of confequence.—Every generous mind will 
Jament the neceffity there was of adding to the diftrefles of this 
fpirited and onfortanate youth ; but the lives of thoufands, and 
perhaps the fafety of our fettlements in India, depended on 
his being intercepted ; but to prevent his being treated with 
any rigour, or fuffering any in dignit y, Mr. Abraham the fecond 
in council of the Fattory was employed to feize him. 

The towa of Graive is about 70 miles from Baflora, and is 
governed by an Arab Sheick who is very much attached to us ; 
but Mr. Abraham knew it would be very difficult to prevail on 
him to violate the rights of hofpitality to a ftranger ; and with- 
out the Sheick’s connivance, the execution of the project 
would have been abfolutely i impracticable. The better to con- 
ceal his defion, Mr. Abraham at night went down to Graine in 
a country boat, accompanied by the Captain of one of oar {hij s 
then lying at Baflora, anc immediately proceeded to the Sheick’s 
houfe, to whom he communicated his bufinefs. The Arab, at 
firft, violently oppofed the meafure ; but being mollified by 
prefents, and alfo affured that Mr. Borel thould not receive any 
perfonal injury, he ae laft tacitly confented, When Mr, Adra- 
ham knocked at the door, Mr. Borel was retired to reit, but he 
infantly got up to admit him, thinking he was a perfon fect 
from the French Refident with an anfwer to his letter. As foon 
as he difcovered his miltake, he attempted to defend himfelf; 
but he was inflantly overpowered and conveyed to the fea fide, 
where he was put on board the thip that had been fent from 
Baffora, and was jaft then come to an anchor off the place. 
He had two pacquets, one for Pondicherry, and another for 
Mauritius, which were found ; bute Monfieur Borel odferved to 
me, that they miffed the key of the cypher ia which tne dif- 
patches were written, by neglecting to fearch the lining of his 
clothes. 

It was perhaps a fortunate —_ Nance for Monfieur Borel, 
that he was taken prifoner by us ; for his wound, through un- 
{kilful man agement, a and the want of proper remedies, was 
grown extremely bad ; nor is it improbable it he had attempted 
to proceed inacountry boat, the only conveyance he could have 
got at Graine, that his wound would have occalioned his death 
re the buat could have arrived at aby Preach fettlemenat m 
jadia. 
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Indias I made ufe of thefe arguments to confole him for his 
misfortanes ; but zeal for his country, the natural eathafiafm of 
his difpofition, and the hopes which had been given him of pro- 
motion, had he exccuted his commiffion, made him deaf to every 
thing I could fay to afford him confolation, Difappointed but 
not difcouraged by his former fufferings, he was then on his way 
to Baffora to proceed over the great Defert a fecond time ; which 
1 was afterwards informed he pafied with every aflittance he 
could receive from the gentlemen of our Factory. 





Comparative Account of the Government and Charader of 
the French and Spaniards. 


By an Enciisu OFFICER. 


HE inhabitants of France and thofeof Spain, fo oppofite 

in difpofition, probably require different kinds of govera- 
ment; but they are now nearly of the fame kind; and-hence 
we may couclude one of them to be wrong, which is probably 
that of Spain. The French inconftancy, beat, impetuofity, 
and the Spanith fteady patience, natural prite and indolence, 
moft require different treatment. D-fferent foils and fi,aations 
muft have different culture to make them productive. Thefe 
two nations can never find much to borrow fron, or to like in, 
each other. ‘They feem originaliy intended to be enemies ; 
and, if left to themfelves, the lesdiag principles of their zoe 
vernments would probably be as oppofite as their tafte and 
charaéter, 

The chara&ter of the French ; their peculiar humours, fire, 
and caprice, perhaps render them unfit to be trafted with that 
degree of liberty which, to other nations, feems neceffary. 
Unable to jadge of oppreffion or injuftice bat trom fancy or 
fathion, they muft, perhaps, be guided and reftrained by a 
defpotic hand. And fo long as that can be confidered as the 
hard of a father, and defpotiim can conceal its character under 
the cloak of amiable and liberal manners and featiments ; 
while an open and amicable intercoarfe is kept up between 
fovereign and people by proper media; it may long goon 
{moothly, and even fometimes with a degree of profperity far 
beyond what could have been expefted; but we have sow pros 
bably feen its limits, or maximum of fuccets, and may prophety 
that it cannot go much farther. Though the Priac: ace 
knowleige himfelf tied by no conftitational bonds, taeie are 
partly, though precariouly, fupplied by his attention to che 
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national prejudices and public opinion, to the advices and res 
monftrances of his own tribunals, which, though originally 
inftitated to enlarge his authority, have gradually aflumed a 
kind of right to control his edi€ts, and almoft to reprefent the 
nation, or at leaft to deceive it, 

But the Spanith character feems to require and deferve a gos 
vernment of freedom and fecurity, as a neceflary incitement to 
the good, and proper remedy for its bad qualities. It would be 
requifite for the exercife of their natural good fenfe, of their 
rational and meditative turn of mind, and their other powerful 
and diftinguifhing qualities, as pride, honour, firmoefs, mag- 
naoimity, which we know they poffefs, when excited by 
fuficient motives. It would likewife ferve as a cure to their 
indolence, to their falfe notions of honour and religion. But 
all the modern changes in their government have had a contrary 
courfe and tendency. 

By pervfiog their hiftory you will trace fome of the caafes, 
and the progrefs of their grandeur and of their decline. The 
union of feveral kingdoms under one wife head (Ferdinand) 
fuddenly formed a great power, invigorated by the ferment of 
liberty, and the natural operations of their then free, though 
complicated and imperfect fyftems of government, Their 
internal and Moorith wars; their difcovery of the new world ; 
their acceffion to Auvftria ; produced great objects of national 
exertion. Diftant wars, conqueft, defence, difcovery, come 
merce, all con{fpired to call forth the moft powerful public and 
individual efforts, and to make them really great. But national 
greatnefs knows no bounds. Ic generally at laft overfhoots 
them all, and exhaofts itfelf. Then the invafioa of their rights 
by Charles the Fifth, and the final deftruction of their con- 
ftitetion by his fucceffors, became more than fufficient to over- 
balance and bear down all the advantages of their acquifitions ; 
and the baneful effets of over-ftrained efforts, of miftaken 
policy, and of defpotifm, foon began to appear. The nation 
asit became, by the lofs of its liberties, lefs able to bear ad- 
ditional weights, was, as ufually happens, more heavily loaded, 
and foon exhaufied, by the ambitious, and then uncontrolable, 
perfuits of iis Princes, Its operations abroad became more 
Janguid, while at home the national character degenerated ; 
tll, by the help of other unfavourable incidents, it funk at lait 
into a dependence on that very power with whom it formerly 
contenced with fuccefs. 

As the nation had neither fpirit, force, nor wifdom enough 
left to choofe a King and government of its own on the death 


of Charles the Second, the Spaniards are obliged to fubmit tp 
be ' 
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be governed by the arbitrary fyfiems of Bourbon politics, in 
which the intereft of the country does not form even a part. 
They have already paid feverely for that connexion, were i¢ 
only by the wars into which it has led them, in which they had 
no real intereft, and for which they were totally unfit and 
unequal, after being fo irrecoverably debilitated. How dif. 
ferent their fituation from that of former periods, when they 
could make all their foreign connexions att fubfervient to their 
own views ; and when the council! of Vienna was well knowa 
to be only the miniiter of that of Madrid. 

Whatever apparent or pretended improvements have been ine 
troduced by the Bourbon government, have certainly not beea 
in favour of freedom, nor of the ancient conftitution ; nor has 
the increafe of forms, councils, or fubdivifions tended to facilie 
tate, but rather to embarrafs and retard the public bufinefs, and 
to compofe a complex fyflem of ‘tyranny, which removes almof 
every obje& that could excite great talents or iadultry, or that 
could raife fuch minds to great or noble actions. 

From thefe fa&ts, and their numerous confequences—the ne- 
gligence and corruption of people in public office; the im- 
poflibility of redrefs for any perfon they may choofe to opprels ; 
and the wart of legal orconftitutional intercourfe between the 
fovereign and the people; we cannot expect to find in this 
nation any great or continued efforts of public {pirit to fem 
the torrent of national corruption. Their government nae 
turally produces adefpondency in all, and more efpecially ia 
the lower and moft important claffes of people, In thort, their 
new government feems only intent on converting tiem entirely 
into Frenchmen, which they never will be, and on fuodping the 
remaining magnanimity, and other virtues left in their character 5 
in which u may fucceed by time, infidious policy, and artificial 
fyftems of oppreffion, Seeing them now become flaves to 
fuperflition and arbitrary power ; their former character and 
{pirit enervated and fubdued ; the poverty and defolation of the 
country ; and comparing former periods with the prefent ; the 
effects of their ancient conititution, with thofe of its abolition ; 
we may not hefitate to conclude that their native temper and 
genius. are incompatible with a defpotic authority, and cannot 
appear while uncer fuch oppreffion. Nothing lefs than civil 
and religious liberty can rettore their character, and repeople 
their now naked and arid plains. 

{Our author is of opinion that the whole fyftem of Spanith 
taxauion or finances, is a collection of abufes founded on igno- 
rance and oppreflion ; fo much fo, that all attempts to improve 
the couniry will be vaio, till they have changed the whole plan 
and 
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and principles of their finance, as well as of their policy and 
religion. Cre of their taxes, that of the Alcavala, is pecu~ 
liarly oppreflive and impolitic. Itis an impoft of from ten to 
fourteen per cent, on every fale of almoft every thing ; fo that 
five or fix fales double the price. By this they have almott bas 
nifhed trace and manufactures from the country. 





Curious Inflance of the Power of Mufick. 


HERE is a dance in Switzerland, which the young Shep 

herds perform to a tune played on a fort of bagpipe. 
The tone is wild and irregular, but has nothing in its com- 
pofition that could recommend it to oar notice. Bat the Swifs 
are fo intoxicated with this tune, that if at any time they hear 
it, when abroad in foreign fervice, they burft into tears, and 
often fall fick, and even die, of a paffionate defire to revifit 
their native country ; for which’ reafon, in fome armies where 
tliey ferve, the playing of this tane is prohibited. This tune, 
having been the attendant of their childhood and early youth, 
recals to their memory thofe regions of wild beauty and rude 
magnificence, thofe days of liberty and peace, thofe nights of 
feflivity, thofe happy aflemblies, thofe tender paffions, which 
formerly endeared to them their country, their homes, and their 
employments ; and which, when compared with the {cenes of 
uproar they are now engaged in, and tiie fervitude they undergo, 
awaken tach regret as entirely overpowers them. 





Intercfting Extras from Zeluco, an improving and en- 
tertaining Produétion, latety publippeds 


es ELIGION teaches, that Vice leads to endlefs mifery in 

a future ftate ; and Experience proves, that in ipite of 
the gayeft and moft profperous appearances, inward mifery ac- 
companies her; for, even inthis life, her ways are ways of 
wretchednefs, and all her paths are woe. 

This obfervation has been fu often made, that it mult be 
known toall, and its truth is feldom ¢ rmally denied by any : 
yet the conduct of men would fumectimes lead us to fafped, 
eitherthat they had never heard it, or that they think it falie. 
Torecal a troth of fuch importance to the recolleci.on of mane 
kind, and to illuitrate it by example, may therefoie be of ufe. 
Tracing 
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Tracing the windings of Vice, however, and delineating the 


difgufting featurés of Villainy, are unpleafant tafks 5 and fome - 


people cannot bear to contemplate fuch a piftare. It is fair, 


therefore, to warn readers of this turn of mind not to perufe 
the ftory of Zeluco.”’ 


The non-age of this hero is then briefly defcribed, with fome 
judicious obfervations on thofe dawnings of infant natures 
which are frequently the prognottics of the difpofition ata mofe 
advanced period of life. 


«s Zelaco, fprung from’a noble family in Sicily, was a native 
of Palermo, where be paffed the years of early childhood withe 
vat being ciftinguifhed by any thing very remarkable inhis 
difpofition, unlefs it was a tendency to infolence, and an incli- 
nation to ill-treat thofe of inferior rank and circamitances. 
The tendency of this, however, was fo ftrongly remonftrated 
againft by his father, and others who fuperiotended his educa~ 
tion, that it was in a great degree checked, and in a fair way of 
being entirely overcome. 

In the tenth year of his age he lof his father, and was left 
under the guidance of a mother, whofe darling he had ever been, 
and who had often blamed her hufband for too great feverity 
to afon, whom, in her fond opinion, nature,had endowed with 
every good quality. 

A thort time after the death of his father, Zelaco began to 
betray ftrong fymptoms of that violeatand overbearing dif- 
pofition to which he had always had a provenfity, though he 
had Hitherto been obliged to reftrain it. Had that gentleman 
lived a few years longer, the violence of Zeluco’s temper would, 
it is probable, have been weakened, or entirely annihilated, by 
the continued influence of this habit of reftraint, and his future 
life might have exhibited a very different charaéter ; for he 
fhewed fufficient command of himfelf as long as his father 
lived : but very foon after his death, he indulged, without 
control, every humour and caprice ; and his miftaken mother 
applauding the blutterings of petulance and pride as indications 
of {pirit, his temper became more and more ungovernable, and 
atlength feemed as inflammable a: gunpowder, buriting inte 
flahhes of rage at the flighteft touch of provocation. 

It may be proper to mention one inftance of this violence of 
temper, from which the reader will be enabled to form a jufter 
notion than his mother did, of what kind of {pirit it was an 
indication. 

He had a favourite fparrow, fo tame that it picked crumbs 
from his hand, ard hopped familiarly on the table. One day 
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it did not perform certain tricks which he had taught it, to hig 
fatisfa€tion. This put the boy intoa paflion ; the bird being 
frightened, attempted to fly off the table. He fuddenly feized 
it with his hand, and while it ftruggled to get free, with a carfe 
he fqueezed' the little animal to death. His tutor, who was 
prefent, was fo fhocked at this inftance of abfurd and brutal 
rage, that he punifhed him as hedeferved, faying, ‘* I hope 
this will cure yeu of giving vent to fuch odious gufts of paffion. 
If it does not, remember what I tell you, Sir ; they will render 
you hateful to others, wretched to yourfelf, and may bring you 
one day to open fhame and endicfs remorfe,”’ Zeluco com- 
plained to his mother; and fhe difmiffed the tutor, declaring, 
that the would not have her fon’s vivacity reprefled by the rigid 
maxims of a narrow-minded pedant. 

Being now freed from that authority which had hitherto 
Rtimulated him to occafional exertions, Zeluco renounced ail 
application to letters. This was partly owing to the love of 
difipation and amufement natural to boys, but principally to 
the influence of a maxim very generally adopted by fervants, 
and by them and other profound obfervers initilled into the 
minds of the young heirs of great fortunes, whofe facalties it 
too often benumbs, like the touch of the torpedo, and renders 
them jneapable through life of every praife-worthy exertion. 
The maxim is this—That learning, although itis fometimes of 
f=: viceto thofe who are intended for certain profeffions, or are 
ip any way to gain a livelihood by it, is entirely afelef’s to men 
whole fortunes are already made,—It is hardly to be conceived 
how yourg minds have been checked in the progrefs of im- 
provement by the fecret operation of this malignant doctrine. 

T e& of letters was compenfated, in his mother’s 
his affideous ap;lication to dancing, fencing, and 


ithments of the fame clafs. Indeed, fhe ima- 
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ved fuperfluous pains even on thefe, being per- 
tture had done fo much for her fon, that there 
the ornaments of art. 

Being captivated with the uniform of fome Neapolitan of- 
ficers, Zeluco, at an early period of his life, announced a 
decided tolte for the profeflion ot arms. ‘This heroic refolution 
was highly approved of by all thofe to whom he communicated 
it; which, inceed, was generally the cafe whatever he come 
municated, becaufe he affociated only with thofe who were ready 
to approve of all he did or propofed; for ‘it was another 
miierable trait in this young man’s character, to prefer the 
comp ny of cbfequious dependants, who on no occafion with- 


tuatof men of a liberal {pirit, or of equal 
rank 
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rank with himfelf ; a feature which infallibly puts an end to 
improvement, and renders a man at length as difagreeable to 
fociety as fociety is difagreeable to him. The tender affection 
of his mother was not greatly alarmed at the martial refolation 
of her fon, becaufe, in the Neapolitan dominions, the profeflion 
of a foldier having no conneétion with fighting, this indulgent 
parent knew that her fon’s military ardour would fabjeC him to 
no other danger than is attendant on reviews : to this fhe fub- 
mitted, being aware that glory could not be obtained for nothing. 

The pacifc fituation of the Neapolitan army, however, was 
not Zeluco’s reafon for preferring it ; for he was naturally of 

a daring fpirit. He, like many other idle young men, was ate 
tracted to the profeffion of arms by a relith for the drefs of an 
officer, and by the vanity of command over a few foldiers, At 
this time he thought no deeper on the fubject. An application 
was therefore made by this indulgent mother fora commidioa 
for her fon ; between which period and the time of its being 

granted, Zeluco counted the moments with the moft fretful im- 
patience ; for although he had already ordered bis regimentals, 
and often indulged himfelf in the pleafure of ftrutting inthem 
before a mirror, yet he experienced the agonies of Tantalus till 
he could appear with them abroad. As the exigencies of the 
fervice did not require the immediate prefence of Zeluco, he 
was permitted to remain at Palermo, and was introduced by his 
mother into a fele& circle of her own acquaintance, which, the 
informed him, confilted of the very belt company of Palermo, 
where he would acquire the moft ufeful of all knowledge—the 

knowledge of the worl’—-and this too in the moft agreeable and 

mot effectual manner. 

This fociety was principally compofed of a fet of ladies of 
quality—maidens, wives, and widows——re{peCable undoubtedly 
on account of their fex and age; anda few gentlemen, who 
bore a wonderful refemblance in character to the ladies, Whate 


ever bufinefs or avocation the members of this fociety had, 


befides thofe ot cards and fleep, it suit be confeffed that fuch 


avocations occupied but a moderate fhare of their time, as all of 


them {pent fix or feven hours of the four-and-twenty io the 


former, and none of them allowed !efs than nine to the latter. 


Zeluco’s bloom, vivacity, and aptitude in learnin» coe dif- 
y P 3 


ferent games, procared him many flattering marks of attention 

from the female members. Theie tor {ome <ime pleated the 

youth himfeif, while his mother was highly gratificd with the 

congratulations poured out on all fides on the promrfing talents 

and charming appearance of her fon; the reflected with pleas 

fure alfo on the valt advantege which he enjoyed in being, at 
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fuch an early perjod of his life, removed from the contagion of 
frivolous company, and jntrodyced jnto fo polithed a circle. 

What degree of improvement a fteady and perfevering cule 
tivation of this fociety might have produced in Zeluco, was 
not fairly tried ; for the flattery and blaodifhments of the old 
ladies foon became infipid, and he ftrayed in fearch of pleafure 
to thofe haunts where fhe appears with le(s decorum and more 
weft. Soon aiter he joined his regiment at Naples, where he 
pafled moft of his time with a few young officers, who, with an 
equal paffion for pleafure, had not equal means of indalging it, 
and were therefore too apt to flatter his vanity and bear his 
humours. The love of pleafure feemed to increafe upon him 
by indulgence, and was greatly cherifhed by the ill-judged proe 
digality of his mother, whofe fondnefs could not refift his un- 
relentiog importanity for money, The means with which this 
furnifhed him of indulging all his humours, in a country where 
rank claims an almoft defpotic fway over the lower orders of 
mankind, joined to his keeping company only with dependants, 
cherifhed and invigorated the feeds of caprice, felfifhne(s, pride, 
and injufiice, which had been early fown in the brea of Zzluco, 
and perhaps generated thofe which did not originally exif, 
With no purfoit but pleafere, and with fuperflaoas means of 
attaining it, he enjoyed very little, being the conftant flave of 
humour and caprice ; and, befides, he looked forward with 
fuch fretful impatience to the period when the law allowed him 
the uncontrolled command of his fortune. as was fufficient of it~ 
felf to embitter all his prefent enjoyments. 

The original fource of his wretchednefs, and what had 
augmented, or perhaps generated, this miferable impatience of 
temper, was the indulgence of his humours and his being too 
liberally fupplied in the means of gratification ; but he himfelf 
imputed all his mifery tothe fcanty allowance granted by his 
tutors, and to his not being of age. 

Previous to this period he returned to Palermo; and al- 
though he did not attend his mother’s affemblies with all the 
punctuality that the withed, yer he could not always refiit the 
importunity of a mother who was ready to make every facrifice 
for his gratification, and who exacted nothing in return bat that 
he fhould give her the pleafure of feeing him admired in 
public, and condefcend to beltow a little of his company on 
her in private, 

The happy moment he had fo anxioufly fighed for arrived ; 
and his guardians devolved into his own hands the entire con- 
duct of his fortune. 


(To be continued ) 
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ON THE REWARDS OF GENIUS. 


By the late Dr. Gotpsm1rTH. 


HERE is nothing authors are more apt to lament, than 

want of encouragement from the age. Whatever their 

differences in other refpetts, they are all ready to unite in this 

complaint, and each indireétly offers himfelf as an inftance of 
the truth of his affertion. 

The beneficed divine, whofe wants are only imaginary, exe 
poftulates as bitterly as the pooreft author. Should intereft, or 
good fortune advance the divine to a bifhoprick, or the poor fon 
of Parnaffas into that place which the other refigned, both are 
authors no longer : the one goes to prayers once a day, kneels 
vpon cafhions of velvet, and thanks gracious heaven for having 
made the circumftances of all mankind fo extremely happy ; 
the other fattens on all the delicacies of life, enjoys his wife and 
his eafy chair, and fometimes, for the fake of converfation de- 
plores the laxury of thefe degenerate days. 

All encouragements to merit are therefore mifapplied, which 
make the author too rich to continue his profeffion. If we would 


retain them in our fervice, we fhould reward them witha little © 


money, and a great deal of praife.—Every animal has_an ali- 
ment peculiarly fuited to its conftitution, The beavy ox feeks 
nourifhment from the earth ; the Jight cameleon has been fupe 
pofed to exift on air; a fparer diet even than this will fatisty 
the man of true genius ; for he makes a luxurious banquet upoa 
empty applaufe. It is this alone, which hath iofpired all that 
ever was truly great and noble among us. Itis, as Cicero finely 
calls it, the echo of virtue. 

When the link between patronage and learning was entire, 
theo all who deferved fame were in a capacity of attaining it. 
When the great Somers was at the helm, patronage was fathion- 
able among our nobility. The middle ranks of mankind, who 
generally imitate the great, then foilowed their example, and 
applauded from fafhion, if not from feeling. But this link now 
feems entirely broken. Since the days of a certain prime mi~ 
nifter, the learned have.been kept pretty much at a diftance, 
A jockey, or a laced player, fupplies the place of the {cholar, 
the poet, or the man of vircue. Thofe converfations, once the 
refult of wifdom, wit, and innocence, are now turned to hambler 
topicks, little more being expeéted from a companion than a 
laced coat, a pliant bow, and an immoderate frieadthip for a 
well-ferved table. 
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Wit, when neglected by the great, is generally defpifed by 
the valgar. Thofe who are unacquainted with the world, are 
apt to fancy the mao of wit as leading a very agreeable life, 
They conclude, perhaps, that he is attended to with filent ad. 
miration, and that he diétates to the reft of mankind with 
ail the eloquence of confcious foperiority. Very different is his 
prefent fituation. He is called an author, and all know that aa 
author is a thing only to be laughed at. 

The poet’s poverty is alfo a ftanding topick of contempt, 
His writing for bread is an unpardonable offence. Perhaps of 
all mankind, an author in thefe times, is ufed molt hardly. We 
keep him poor, and yet revile his poverty. We reproach him 
for living by his wit, and yet allow him no other means to live, 

His taking refuge in garrets and cellars has been violently 
objected to him. But is poverty the weiter’s fault? No doabr, 
he knows how to prefer a bottle of champaign to the nectar of 
the neighbouring alehoufe, or a venifon palty to a plate of po- 
tatoes. Want of delicacy is not in him, but in us, who deny 
him the opportunity of making an elegant choice. 

Wit certainly is the property of thofe who have it ; nor fhould 
we be difpleafed, if it is the only property a man fometimes has, 
We fMiould not under-rate him who uofes it for fubfiftence, and 
flies from the ingratitude of the age, even to a bookfeller for 
redrefs. But all the wit that ever adorned the human mind 
will at prefent no more fhicld the author’s poverty from ridicule, 
than his high-topped gloves conceal the unavoidable omiffions 
of his laundrefs. 

To be more ferious—New feafhions, follies, and vices make 
new monitors neceffary in every age. An author may be con. 
fidered as a merciful fubititute to the legiflature ; he aéts not by 
punithing crimes, but by preventing them ; and however vir- 
uous the prefent age, there may be fill growing employment 
for ridicule, or reproof, for perfuafion or Sisiee, If the author 
be therefore iil fo neceilary among us, let us treat him with 
proper confideration, as a child of the publick, pot a rent- 
charge on the community. And indeed, a child of the public 
he is in all refpects ; for while fo well able to dire&t others, how 

sable is he frequently found of guiding himfelf! His 
‘ty expofes him to al! the infidious approaches of cune 
his fenfibility to the flignteit invafions of contempt. 








‘Though poffeffed of fortitude to fland unmoved the expected 
burits of aa earthquake, yet of feelings fo exquifitely poignant, 
1s to agonize under the flightelt difappointment. Broken ret, 


taltclets meals, and cauleleis anxiety fhorten his life, or render 
it wulic for active employment: prolonged vigils, aad iatenfe 
application 
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application fill farther contract his fpan, and make his time 
glide infenfibly away. Let us not then aggravate thefe nataral 
inconveniences by negled. It is enough that the age has already 
produced inftances of men prefling foremoft in the lifts of fame, 
and worthy of better times, f{chooled by continued adveriity 
into an hatred of their kind, flying from. thosght to drunken-~ 
nefs, yielding tothe urited preflure of labour, penury, and fore 
row, finking ‘unheeded, without one friend to drop a tear on 
their unattended obfequies, and indebted to charity for a grave! 





Singular Iluftration of the Origin of that wide Difference 
in the Judgments of Men which fo univerfally nmes 
{From a Tutor’s Letters to his Papils.] 

T is to be numbered among the many misfortunes and mifc- 

ries of human life, that men differ fo widely in their judge. 
ments, and upon fach flight grounds; but you maf have 
patience to fee this, without being corrupted or perplexed: 
their example is rather to be lamented than imitated; and 
their opinions afford no argument againft the truth. ‘hey 
judge accdrding to the circamftances of their birth, parentage, 
and education ; Men always have done fo, and always will 
to the end of the world. 

If a monkey could write, and give his judgement of the 
world, and the Hiffoire Gencrale of the animal creation, he 
would produce fomething to the following effect. He wou!d 
begin with informing you that the monkey is the original man, 
and man a clumfey imitation of the monkey, ‘hen he would 
defcribe the monkey—WNature by ail its perfections ; the human 
by its wants and weaknefles. He would appeal to che order of 
nature itfelf; which has ordeined tiat men fhould plough the 
ground, and plant maize, for monkies to come and eat it; 
which proves, by the plainet t of all arguments, an undeniabje 
fa&, (a ftobborn fort of evidence,) that nature intended man for 
a labourer, and'a monkey for a gentleman ; for nature never 
fent monkies to plough. His native freedom would demonitrate a 
farther fuperiority ; for while men are gathered into focieties 
within walls, like a fold of fheep, to be governed by laws and 
driven by authority, and loaded with taxes, like beafts of 
burthen, every monkey is his owa maiter, and takes poffeflion of 
the woods without going to a lawyer for a title. 

Thus would the private judgment of a ‘monkey arcue, in 
oppofition to the better knowledge of the human f{pecies. By 
monkies he would be heard with applaufe ; and when his re. 
putation 
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putation was eftablifhed asa writer, his name would be a com. 
pendious proof of his doétrine. Some things unfavourable to 
his fyftem would be of courfe concealed : he would never tell 
you, that while monkies take themfelves for gentlemen, man- 
kind fhoot them for thieves, and chain them to a poft for a 
fhew, amongit the other freeholders of the defert. 





Remarks on the Proftitution of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, on feveral Occafions. 


{From Differtations, lately publifhed by J. Z. Holwell, Efq. F. R. S.] 


HE facrament is now made a political teft, or qualification 
for offices of truft and emolument ; and by many never 
taken from any other call. 

[Build (fays the excellent James Burgh) an impenetrable 
wall of feparation between things facred and civil. Do not 
fend a gracelefs officer, reeking from the arms of his trull, to 
the performance of a holy rite of religion, as a teft for his hold- 
ing the. command of a regiment. To profane in fuch a man« 
ner, a religion, which you pretend to reverence, is an impiety 
fofficient to bring down upon your heads the roof of the facred 
building you thus defile. ]—Dedication to Crito, Vol. 2. 

It. is adminiftered to dying perfons, under the fandtion of a 
death-bed repentance, witifout any previous fcrutiny into the 
religion or morals of the individual, whofe life may have been 
a conftant violation of both. This was not the kind of re- 
pentance preached by Chrift ; but on this forlorn hope does 
man fin on, from cay to day, with the futile and groundlefs 
expe@ation of forgivenefs at the laft. 

[It is alfo adminiftered to notorious malefactors, previous to 
their execution, upon a fpecious and inadequate contrition. 
The vicious wili eafily fet at nought moral rectitude, on the 
flattering prefumption that a fecure paffport will be given them 
at the clote of their iniquities, for pardon, peace, and happinefs 
in a future ftate of exiflence ; although their lives have ex- 
hibited a continued feries ot oppreflion, fraud, rapine, and in- 
vafion of the rights, liberty, peace, property, and lives of their 
tellow-creatures, in one thape or other, 





REFLECTIONS, 


N every profeflion of life, there is no fstisfa@ion equal to the 
coniciouinefs of inward worth, and of a mind {uperior to 
the 
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the various contrivances for obtaining the notice and favour of 
mankind, to which infufficiency, vanity, or coveteoufnefs fome- 
times have recourfe. 


As when you feea viper, or 2n afp, or 2 feorpion, in an ivory 
cr gold box, you do not love, or think it happy, cn account of 
the magnificence of the materials, in which it is enclofed, but 
fhun and deteft it, becaufe it isof a pernicious natore ; fo like- 
wife, when you fee vice lodged in the midit of wéalth, and the 
fwelling pride of fortune, be not firuck by the fplendour of 
the materials, with which it is furrounded, but defpife the bafe 
alloy of its manners, 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 


O* Wednefday July 15, 1789, a caufe was tried inthe 
Court of King’s Bench before Lord Kenyon, of fome im- 
rtance to the trading world. The a€tion was brought by 
Mr. Tennant, a liner-draper, againft Mifs Haden, to recover 
the amount ofa lofs the plaintiff had fuftzined by the defen- 
dant’s recommendation of acuftomer, whom he trufted upon 
her declaration of his being a man of good ¢redit. 

Mr. Bearcroft, on behalf of the plaintiff, faid, that this 
ation was founded upon a Jate juft determination of the Court, 
thatif any perfon wilfolly give a mana good charadler, know- 
ing it to be falfe, by which another fuftains an injury, he thould 
be liable to make fatisfa€tion for that injury. 

It appeared in evidence, that about April 1788, the de- 
fendant came to the plaintiff’s houfe, and faid, theknewa 
gentleman, a man of worth and credit, who wanted a quantity 
of goods, and that as he would be a good cuftomer, fhe would 
give the plaintiff, with whom fhe had dealt for fome time, the 
preference ; that in a few days afterwards, the introduced Mr, 
C. Churchill, fon of the celebrated poet of that name, to 
whom the plaintiff, upon ker affurances of his being a man of 
good credit, fold goods tothe amount of qol. for which Mr, 
Chorchili gave a bill of exchange for more than the amount, 
and received the balance in cafh. ‘Thefe goods were fent to 
the apartments of the defendant, who admiring the pattern of 
apiece of linen, Mr. Chorchill made hera prefent of it; at 
this time the defendant faid fhe knew Mr. Churchill from her 
infancy. A fhort time afterwards, he had other goodsof the 
plaintiff, amounting to 71. 148. for which he gave him another 
bill for much more than the amount, and alfo received the 
Vou. XIV. 342. M balance 
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balance incafh. ‘The bills were difcovered to be of no value, 
and Mr. Charchill turned out to have been, for many years, a 
notorious charaéler, intitled to no fort of credit. 

Mr, Bearcroft faid, he had a great number of witneffes to 
prove the chara&terof Mr. Churchill previous to, and at the 
time of the defendant’s recommendation of him to the plaintiff ; 
but he had no evidence to prove a perfonal knowledge of that 
charaGter by the defendant : he relied upon her faying the had 
known him from her infancy. 

Mr. Mingay faid, he knew Mr, Churchill very well, for he 
had once obtained two guineas from him. 

Mr. Erfkine made a moft animated and eloquent fpeech on 
behalf of the defendant, whofe charater,’ he faid, was unexe 
ceptionable, She was totally ignorant of the character of 
Churchill; fhe had formerly known his mother ; and at that 
time he was a man of refpe&ability ; but the had not feen him 
for many years, and really thought he had then been what the 
had -reprefented him to be. He fhovld call many witnefles to 
prove her innocence, and that fromthe good opinion fhe ens 
tettained of him, he had got confiderably in her debt, and fhe 
bad never feen him fince, He had deceived Mr. Mingay, and 
if he could cheat a /awyer, he might eafily impofe upona 
crecujous woman, 

Lord Kenyon faid, it was a hard cafe upon the plaintiff ; but 
there was. mot the leaft imputation upon the character of the 
celendant, who appeared to have been deceived. His Lordthip 
advifed Mr. Erikine to agree to a propofal made by Mr, Beare 
croft, to withdraw a Juror, which was acceded to. 











Mr.BEARCROFT thewed caufe again? a rule, if, for an in- 
formation obtained againtt two magiftra:es of Devon, for having 
illegally conviéted Richard Gale, upon the late act of Parliae 
ment, of killing a hare without a licence. 

Mr. Bearcroft oppofed the rule, upon the ground that Gale 
bad not {worn in his affidavit, that he-did not commit the fac 
for which he was convicted. No man he faid, ought to apply 
for a criminal information agaioft others, unlefs he came into 


Covert with clean hands. 


The Court conceived that Mr. Bearcroft’s obje€tion was 
fubjtantial. A man who applied for a criminal information, 
ught to difcharge himfelf previoufly from the imputation of 
vilt, before he had the authority of the Court to produce thofe 
by whom he alledeed he had beea illetreated. This doctrine 
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prevailed upon an information againft the late Sir John Fielding 
for an official aét he had donein confequence of an anonymous 
letter fent to the Dake of Marlborough ; and it had alfo been 
held to be the rule of the Court in other cafes, where the Court 
had been folicited to grant informations for libels. : 
Mr. Erskine, in fupport of the rale, addreffed the Court in 
an animated {peech, contending with becoming deference, that 
this was a cafe, in which the peace of the public, and the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, was more concerned than the party who 
had applied for the information. It was of great importance 
to fociety, that the inferior magiftrates, who were intrufted 
with the execution of the ttatutes, which were multiplying very 
fait. fhould condu& themfelves conformably to the didtates of 
juftice, and not opprefs the people, and bring a difgrace epon 
magiftracy. He {tated a cafe where an information was applied 
for, and granted, againft a gentleman for fending a challenge, 
altho” he was not himfelf free from the imputation of blame. 
The Court faid, their maintaining the practice of the Court 
wou'd not go the prevention of public jultice, as it only ref- 
pected a particular avenue to it, namely, a criminal informa- 
tion; the party might proceed by indiétment. Rule difchatged. 





Anfwer, by T. Daw, of Totnes, to R. Carlite’s Queftion, 
inferted April 6. 


SS the fquare of the depth or fide parallel 
to the horizon by the breadth or fide parallel] there- 
unto; that is, 2,6X2,6X7,5= 50,700, and 755X755 X 
2,6=146,250 ; fo, as 50,700 is to 146,250, fo is the 
ftrength the broad way to the ftrength the edge way. 

*,* We have received the like anfwer from Collan 
Skew. 





4Anfwer, by JF. Bafkerville, to the Anagram, inferted March 16, 


ITH a foft blowing breeze from the north 
The hantfman prepares the fleet fteed ; 
Whilft the ftag from the clofe BRAKE comes forth, 
And tkims o’er the mountains with fpeed, 
Be it your’s, my friend BAKER, to have, 
If you chufe, the delights of the chafe ; 
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But rather, much rather I crave, 
That my name in this page have a place, 


Tilt We have received the like anfwer from T. Hannaford, 
and G.H. Cole, of Totnes; J. Carter; J. W. and W. He 
of Dartington; R. Carlile, of Rattery; W. Locke, of Brid« 
port; T. Huxham, of Knowle, near Rattery; P. Baftow, of 
Buckfaftleigh ; and C. C. near Taunton. 





Anfwer, by C. C. to Fuba’s Charade, inferted March 23. 


Wi “iow Blanchard afcended towards yon high moon, 
How iwiftly he wafted along ; 
In his Car he foon mounted the wond’rous balloon, 

Left in tranfport the numerous throng. 


From the Mine's dark receffes what treafures do f{pring, 
What riches from thence do arife ; 
CARMINE to my fancy now clearly I bring, 
While the parts I maturely furmife. 
+*+ Like anfwers have been received from Wm. Bowden, 
J. Whiteway, W. Harris, P. Baftow, ]. Wheeler, Wm. Baker, 
‘T. Hoxham, J. Chaff, and W. P. Mulgrove. 





4 REBUS, 4y D. 4. Robarts, of St. Columb. 


GREEK of whofe valour great wonders are told; 
A place that was highly efteem’d for its gold ; 
A pilot of AEneas; a river in Hell ; 
And Jaftly a bird that is known very well. 
Th’ initials conne&ed with proper regard, 
Will ftraitways difcover a fam’d Grecian bard. 





4n ENIGMA, dy M. B. of Bridgwater. 


URROUNDED with the blaze of fhining day, 
When midnight-darknefs pafs’d the gloomy way, 

T’rom eaft to welt my wand’ring thoughts would roll, 
‘Then change their courfe, and lieer from pole to pole ; 
While thus I rang’d on fancy’s roving wing, 
I long’d to bear what tidings they would bring=. 
But found, at their return, they made no fpoil, 
So called them in to meditate a while. 


Then foon reflection turn’d her piercing eyes 
Toieck a modern or an antient prize ; 
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And, when fhe’d fcrutiniz’d fome ages back, 

A curious obje& did my mind attack : 

The exterior parts were of enormous fize, 

And, which might ftrike with wonder and furprize, 
It had no wings to fly,no hands, nor feet, 

Yet mov’d much fwifter than the Britith tet, 
Or Ahab, when he made his dire retreat. 


Strange in its gefture,in its unknown flight, 
Sometimes the head right down, fometimes upright, 
As when the eagle mounts toreach the tkies, 

Then downwards darts in hafte to feize her prize: 
Its cloaths were fuch as nature did prepare, 

Yet neither feathers, woo!, nor any hair; 

It does not work, yet.many timescan play, 

And lives on plunder, like the beafts of prey, 
Yea murders unknown numbers in a day. 


But whatis more amazing to anroll, 
This creature once poflefs’: a human foul, 
Plac’d for a feafon in a curious fhrine, 
Form’d by the Lord for an important fign ; 
Its intelle@s were full as bright as our’s, 
And freely exercis’d the human powers ; 
But when againft the Lord it did rebel, 
Wept in the prifon of an unksown Hell, ¢ 
At length with joy did God’s f:lvation tell. 


This foul was precious of the human race, 
An objedt of diicriminating grace ; 
Inclin’d to preach and pray, yea prophefy, 
Diétated by the fpirit from on high ; 
At length the Lord, who aéts without controul, 
Cali’d tor this creature to give up this foul 
In native robes, to which it did comply, 
No moreto meet to all eternity. 


Grim death was unacquainted with the change 
And where this creature afterwards did range 
None e’er affirm’d : Yet plainly it appears, 
It might furvive for many months and years. 
And now, my worthy frieads, with care look back, 
And try if you this eaftern nut can crack ; 
Unfold this riddle, or the knot untie : 
A facred, foleain truth, without a lic. 


POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINERe 
Contentment : Or, The Happy Workman's Song. 


AM a poor workman as rich as a Jew, 
A firange fort of tale, but however ’tis true, 
Come liftep a while, and 1’!I prove it to yoy 
So as nobody can deny, 


Iam a poor workman, you’ll eafily grant, 

And I'm rich asa Jew, for there’s nothing I want, 

I have meat, drink, and cloaths, and am hearty though gaunt, 
Which nobody, &c. 


I live in acottage, and yonder it ftands, 

And while I can work with thefe two honeft hands, 

I’m as happy as they that have houfes and lands, 
Which nobody, &c. 


i keep to my workmanhhip all the day long, 

J fing and I whiftle, and this is my fong, 

Thark God, that bas made me fo lufiy and firong, 
Which nobody, &c. 


I never was greedy of delicate fare, 

If he give me enoogh, though ’tis never fo bare, 

The more is his love, and the lefs is my care, 
Which nobody, &c. 


My cloathes on a working day looken but lean, 

But when I can drefs me—oa Sundays J mean, 

‘Tho’ cheap, they are warm; and tho’ coarfe they are cleang 
Which acbody, sc, 


I envy 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


T envy not them that have thoufands of pounds, 

That fport o’er the country with horfes and hounds ; 

There’s nought but contentment can keep within boands, 
Which nobody, &c. 


Tne’er lofe my time o’er a pipe of a pot, 

Nor cower in a nook like a fluggardly fot, 

Bot I buy what is wanting with what I have got, 
Which nobody, &c. 


And if Ihave mere than I want for to fpend, 

I help a poor neighbour or diligent friend ; 

He that gives to the poor, to the Lord he doth lend, 
Which nobody, éc. 


I grudge not that gentlefolk dreffen fo fine; 

At their gold and their filver I never repine, 

And I with all their guts were as hearty as mine, 
Which nobody, &c. 


What tho’ my condition is ever fo coarfe, 

I ftrive to embrace it for better for worie, 

And my hear:, I thank God, is as light as my purfe, 
Which nobody, &c. 


In fhort, my condition, whatever it be, 

*Tis God that appoints itas far as I fee, 

And I’m fure I can never do better than he, 
Which nobody can deny. 





HYMN TO HEALTH. 
[Imitated from the Greek.] 
By Mr Wesabe, 


Blefs’d health, the Gods themfelves would be 
Opprefs’d by immortality. 
Come t!en, thou beft of bleffiags! come, 
And make my humble roof thy home ; 
Propitious come, and fhed a ray 
Of gladnefs on my {fetting day. 


;IRST-BORN of HEAVEN! for rs wold beg 


For 
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For if there be in wealth a charm, 

If joys the parent’s bofom warm, 
Whate’er the good, to thee ’tis giv’n 

To perfe& ev’ry boon of Heav’n. 

If diademsthe fancy pleafe, 

Thy hand muft make them fit with eafe: 
Loft without thee were Cupid’s wiles, 
And Venus owes thee half her fmiles. 
Whate’er we hope, whate’er endure, 
Thou giv’ft th’ enjoyment, or the cure ; 
Wheree’er thou fpread’ft thy balmy wing, 
Ills vanifh, blooming pleafures {pring ; 
All wifes meet in thee alone, 

For happinefs and health are one, 











EPITAPH ON A COMEDIAN. 
ERE lies, beneath this clay-cold ground, 
One deem’d an earthly treafure ; 
But now he’s headlong tumbl’d down 
From off the ftage of pleafure. 


Where now are all his hamourous ftrokes, 
That fet the houfe a roaring? 

With him are buried all his ee 
Applaufes—claps—encoreing. 


He oft was wont to dic in jeft, 
To pleafe an audience merely ; 
Till feiz’d by the immortal gueft, 
And now he’s dead moft furely. 


May he then givea good account, 
By faith which he held faft in ; 

And may the total fum amount 
To reft for everlaiting. 


Reader, perhaps you do not think, 
While o’er his grave you’re weeping, 

That you ftand tottering on its brink, 
And very foon may flip in. 


Learn then th’ appointed path to tread, 
That’s plainly fet before ye; 

For that alone doth furely lead 

To Heav’n’s boun dlefs glory. 





te? 





